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Monrovia. l ay 9tinl917. 






T.'.y dear Colleague, 

I t trust that I am not taking a liberty In suggesting 
that cn the return of Captain Armstrong from the Liberian 
Coast, the Representatives of the three great Allied Powers 
at this* Capital, namely: you. "cnsieur riaret and myself, 
should offer a return reception to the President of the 
Republic of Liberia and to his highest Officers of State 
with your very hind permission at your Legation. 

'Hila Reception should be purely official nd United 
to the smallest number of guests say about twelve or sc, 
as Captain Armstrong ■•111 not bo able to remain on shore 
longer than for about an hour before his departure to sea 
unless his services are otherwise required at llonrovia. 

Ref' eshments she Id be say wine, entire and biscuits 
only, and T should be nest pleased to pay an equal share 
of the expenses of this Reception. 

' ey I ' indly ash you to approach I onsleur ?' ret cn 
this subject for which courtesy I thanh you in advance. 

I am, ! y dear Colleague, 

. Yours ^ery sincerely. 

Acting British Consul-General. 

honourable James L. Curtis, 

American linister Consul-! moral, 
r.s,Legation, T onrovia. 






"C.31/L. 


- * • 


srrisi C‘JBSULarE-er5-;:^di, 

I Ola-OVIA. 

: a:> 3t:. 1 17 , 


Your Excellency* 

X haw the honour tc acknowledge the receipt of 
ycur T xc9llancy*a despatch he.142/C.F.datod the &th 
Instant* informing me that tin Government of the Re¬ 
public of Liberia has severed relations, with the 
I serial Gor:..-Ji Government, ijxd inclosing copy cf th 
t’ota addressed rj your Excellency to the .acting Impe¬ 
rial German Consul at this Capital setting forth the 
reasons cf the Government cf Liberia for the actions 
thus taker.. In reply I have to moat cordially :uad 
slncorely congratulate : cur Excellency's Government 
on behalf of fils Lritannlc Majesty's Government and 
myself upon the velui. : .ry decision cf the Republic 
of Liborla m an earnest protest gainst tho conti- 
mi&& enforcement of the new oeraan submarine program 
which threatens the lives of Liberian citlzoru* and 
rrave financial nd oeonouio ombarraau^onts to tho 
fcepulllc* to savor relations with tho Imperial \nr~ 
man Government and tc revolt the Exequatur ranted. 

to Germany^ official representative at this Capita1* 

*• 

I ip'm nor.* -.he honour tc also inform your Ex¬ 
cellency that 1 is IrlT-umic hajoBty's Govonr.ient 
welcome Liberia as an Ally in this gjeat World- 1 ar. 

I is Excellency, 

Tho Secrotary of r- tato * 

lop.vrtnmt of .-tato, 

' onrovia. 




" 0 * 31/L.fv# 
4 9/5/17. 
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"Ith the a. suranco of highest oatoam and 
rtroat npard, 

I have the honour to be. 

Tour Txcellenoy’e obedient servant, 

\ki>rV . 

,-tct I nr It itish C onaul -G aner al * 

















' C. !4* 


Actiiif Gonsul-Genoral Par^s f 
To:- Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs, 
rated:- 4 Pti * 1917. 


t 1 iq Government of the Aopublic of Liberia Lave 
this da^r the 8 th of ' ay severed their diplomatic re¬ 
lations with the German Government. 









Ac . £3 



Prcn:- Actl; - '''onsul-Goneral Farhs, 

r c:« Secretary cf state for Fprelgn Affairs. 

latad:- Pay 


T ho Government of the Republic cf Liberia do- 
a ire to communicate as aeon aa possible to the (joraan 
residents in Liberia the name cf the country In which 
they will be civilly interned, also the nationality 
of the ship in which they will leave Liberia to tra¬ 
vel to their destination, as the womans * ill be 
given not leas than fourteen days notice to leave 
Liberia Immediately after the revoking of the Exe¬ 
quatur of the Acting Imperial German Consul to-day. 

The Liberian Government would e.luo like tc be 
Infcmod as tc the status under existing circumstan¬ 
ces of the Goman Receiver cf Lberlar Customs, as 
well as that of the Norweglan Consul who is the Su¬ 
perintendent of the German Cable Company and Wire¬ 
less Station at Ponrovia and v/hd is also a German 
subject. 

7t is advisable that both the German Receiver 
cf Liberian Customs Kr.Gustav Largo, end the Super¬ 
intendent cf the German Cable Company Kr.J .Cinkela 
should be requested tc leavi Liberia. 





Copy 



Detriment of State, 
Monrovia * Liberia, 
ray A th, 1917, 

140/C. F. • 


Gentlemen: 

In reply to your note yesterday, I m happy to in- 
fora you, that rlie Excellency the President T?ill be pleased 
to receive you with the Captain of his Britannic Majesty's 
Foyal Ktvy, this morning at the Fxecitive l ansi on at the 
hour named in your said despatch. 

With assurances of my high esteem end profound respect 

I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen f 

four obedient servant, 

(Signed) C* D, B, King 

Secretary of State, 

Hie Excellency 

The African minister Resident, 

Th e F rench Charg e d 1 A ffa i re s, 

The Acting British Consul-General, 

l on to vi a. 







Diu'AfiT.. E1T OP STATE, 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA. 


142/C.F. 


may 8th, 1 



« 


# 



Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, that 
t. t e Government of the Republic of Liberia has 
thin day severed relations with the Imperial 
German Government, and to enclose you herewith 
copy of the ote addressed by me, to the Acting 
Imperial German Consul, at this Capital, setting 
forth the reasons of the Government of Liberia 
for the actions thus taken. 

With assurances of r/y highest esteem 
and profound respect, I be, to subscribe myself, 

Vqmv nT cr‘,1 cr t. oot*\io v-+. 



« 


# 




The Acting British Consul-General 
MONROVIA. 












Tiie Act! 


DEPART; SEUT OF STATS, 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA. 

141/C. F. kay 8 th, 1917. 

Sir, 

As tie policies of a nation must al- 
*• 

ways be adjusted to . eet ner conditions effecting 

its vital interests, as tne; arise fro in tine to 

time, so has tie transpiring of certain events I 

in connection with tne great European v.’ar, which I 

\ 

has staggered hunauity in its ruthless operations I 
and stupendous financial output, rendered neces- | 
sary a chan e of Liberia's attitude of strict I 
neutrality, hitherto assmea aun consistently I 

I refer tc the new Genr.an submarine | 
Pro grait drawn up by the Imperial German Govern- I 

..ent, and which was out into execution on the I 

■ 

1st day of February of t..c present year, the de- | 
tall operations of which you are very well con- I 

. . versant I 

ug imperial German Consul, I 


t o i; H o v I A . 






conversant, with anu informed. 

",'hile Ljterin . as emv.av are! to stand 

aloof from a conflict, tne original causes of 
of 

which were A purely European concern and in¬ 
terest, yet the method adopted by the Imperial 
oerruan Government end its Allies, to vindicate 

h 

Wiiat* they ecniclev-e to v e tneir national ri^iits 
and Honour, and to bring to their arms a speedy 
and successful victory by sued moans as the 
sink! . : of uiiammed snips of their enemies and 
neutrals without warning, tne bombardment of 
undefended towns and the violation of the rights 
of small neutral States, are such flagrant viola 
tions of the rights of civilize .x-fare as to 
justly create in Liberia grave apprehensions 
and fears of tne eventual permanent establish¬ 
ment of the doctrine of "Might over "Right* in 






the re aln is of international re Inti one; which 
doctrine if allowed to obtain can only result in 
t..e coi-plete subjugation and elimination fro... 
tne sisterhood of nations of all small ana weak 
Sts tes. 

Hence the Government and people of Li¬ 
beria cannot any longer, in their Own interest, 
co..ti..ue to view wit. indifference and unconcern 
e present worlds cataclysm, especially since 
t..e new German Submarine pro grain seriously threat- 

m 

ens the lives of Liberian citizens travelling on 

the hi i. seas as passengers and ciew on Allied 

and neutral suips. 

Although Liberia is fully conscious 

* 

of her utter inability to enforce upon any of 
the belligerent ..stions respect and due regard 
for the ts and safety of her citizens, yet 
that fact will not deter her Iron protesting, by 
ti.e lost effective :..eaus at her uisposal, against 

i 

any 


■ 


_ 


a. 
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(4) 






any attempt to infringe upon her sacred inter¬ 
national ri:->ite, in spite of tiie veiled threats 
made to her by the Acting imperial German Con¬ 
sul in his published statement of"War News - is¬ 
sued under the official seal of his Imperial 
Government on the 21st of April and circulated 
in tills City to the effect that powers of the 
third ana last importance will be held to strict 

i 

accountability for all damages done to gem an 
interest the bill for vi ich will be presented 
and payment thereof enforced after the happy 
issues of the War, 

The Liberian Government therefore is 

■ 

constrained, ae an earnest protest against the 
continued, enforcement of the new Germs:. rut- 
...erine program wbicu threatens the lives of Li¬ 
berian citizens and grave financial and econoi.dc 
embarrassments to the hepublic, to sever rela¬ 



tions 



relations with tie imperial Germa„ Government, 

.id to revoke tie Exequatur granted to Germany• s 
official representative at tnie Capital. 

'.Vita assurances of my lign esteem and 
"profound respect, I lave tie honour to subscribe 
ityeelf, 

m 

Your oi edie t servant, 

ft 

(SIGi.El) C. D. E. KING 
Secretary oi State. 
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The Severance ol lrelations 
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THE IMPERIAL GERMAN GOVERNMENT 


by 


THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 


May 8th, 1917. 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHOR1TT. 


i;<IV['HXMi:s1 Pl.IVTIM. 'IMIIF, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

MONROVIA. 1.1BEKIA 

May Sih. 1 *>17 


Sir, 

the ptyUb* 1 i .l f i’..rt iihv *W> t .itgijhicil m meet new -^nditinn* cffettmu !•> vital 
j (ltcrr *t N » thus .»rin* fr-m Mil- c . tills.-, ,.F the transmit of certain rveiu* in cuunltfum 

w „h Ihr f-a: VV.r uln.1i la- *t.uite«H Unman tty Ur it- ruitiU.-^ and 

fiumi.il uutpuf. haw- 1 , ,i.i, tcfI nc.-e-viry n thump oi liberfo'* m.diMc •* llt,mmUu ’ liitliciM 

united and .^Kittly i,, •nia-Vcd I rvi-r f thr new Urmi.m Submarine I'ro^m. df.mil up 

by the Im^rrii! Gcrtmn Ci,*rn me#, and n-.i isiln etfrcuiuM <m tie Ui dim of February at 

, - • ■• .. . you w wiy well cnnveitatit with and ' ' "4k 

While Ufeiia |i.n vvrle.n -red M Mansi -l-rd i‘-«l . '«'**"* ««** * which **** 

t.| jiuceSv Kaevp. up t,,-™ ..nd y. i it* mrih$ adapted i y the l.npcri.,1 fiminu Gawk 

mfn- .and it-. All:.-- t. tii .!ie»s.\ what tli^ fe'suvivv to U\ then national fichts and h-nour. sim.1 
brine to their arm-.i mk>Vv Srtti lOCCC^uT vhl.uy, Uy Mich mean* «* ifo -inkirtji-.t unarmed stops $ 
(heir Cftflnk- .1 I - ,n . ■. nil-. ■ II umiwk: . mmimt.limem undclett-iocl. i»wiii .inti viJUuc!- ami the via- 

* , ,.t V Mfipil ■ ,r"- --..It-V KC -ih h .. ..I the TVlH* Ml M,.e,\ war-fare *« W 

1U MlyVrearr...i.‘llM t . ,ri o< l.rl.-n... tffiLVC apprehertrioi* ami l( the o md permanent esiUbltMutK'll t ql 
iltr doi’tiinc ol M i : hi " . . ' i: i n in in - »f inlcfnaiional relation*: which doctrine. i( allowed 

tl> ,j^ 1illVli ija y I.' I! i.‘ ii-.-i-ii Aitil dlminatiiqt fr«m the *wfcrhfH«l of nation* 

.if nil *m«!T .imi i - ss.-.i. - 

]i.-,K-r tit mien i r*n ‘ilc •■! i • .irti'i't my lunjger. in shew own inttrcvi. 

%je * v i,j, i m l,fiV:.'ive nr a un.-.-nc-rn ti-r i» • -..-ur Windd'. cainclysm. mptvinlJy n«e she new Gfiwan 
S.i'i n.i-iuf IV«:'.nt ■ ' ' ' lir '• 11 I.'-M-rjn rillnn- haei-lliiM- -m itic hi|jh mm*, e* ps*> 

^riijrri Mid -n V l n i . mr.l -hi-jf 

A li.Yii-Lii 1 I I -i , ■ .1 • ■ » .a- her title i ii lUnity so cnfomc. upon 4iiy of lire Wliucrtnl wit ions, 

ripest ,m«3 ii.io rv*ifd i , ;.= imlu . -iitny i her riivfUN yci that iVi *ill not <M*t hm Jfom 

fCOKrtiiiC* the mm eflVciu:<r mm he*, si ‘-d. -tqam.l nnv to inffinttr nf on her ncttiJ -nicr- 

ptjtUinftl tmlvt*.- ' i p :■ "i i ■ ..'ii iJ lhte.ii- minSe I - dir ."Vtiiin Imperial Germaci s.-.'Ij.iu in 

, M r . , .i„. . |, . , . rt N -... i . ubir.J in " Cny und -r the Ofliciiil Si--ii® lm 

Inuieii.d *; >t I-, mi u-nt .an-JI • .. \[ rll, to tf- .-ffeeb that powers of the third and Lm imporuncf 
uill Ik hekl to Uriel ... .unuMiily for -di .Unmcn dune to German inter, t, the hill t-.r which will 
pieni'rnc ( mill pm<< -nt rnfoTCf'l n ! • Is-i-]i|ry i-viK 4 ••• the V\nr 

1'U. |,;i,.-ii..n ti-iuTiimi'iis i- thin- .-rL- ciKifiitiurd, an eainefcl prtilwi aif.it n -l I to* conliniwd eit- 
-..arnttrfll .a tile sn .. Sal ‘ re ft ttmri'. whi> 1 the litf -I {‘.ibeiiMli cttinen*. ni w.-il -* 

C-jre financial .ml iCWiiinm I ini .iri-a'il.n-,-. : ih Krpitblic, to -cficf re'alioii:* with the imperial tier- 

With J 5 UIranee* ,.t mv Mi;! e*Knit ami i ujioimd rotpecL 1 have the honour to mbcriW myself, 

Vi. til libwlim lervanl, 
fsqd i CM It. KIXU, 
ry Stitto, 


1 he ActiL'iu' EmiK-ti.il Icrm.m C..inul 
M s . N U 0 \ I A , 


KAISERL1CH DEUTSCHES KONSULAi. 


. 1 . \u. l.-v 


Moimn i i, Mny 1 tH 


Sit-, 

L jj■,," I - Iimi.'ur t" .ii-kin.wli-.lj;i.- the r ■ S' r 'l " lCi . t’AlUt ul t i-.UiyT date“141 C. 

V.— in form! lit; me that ilw Lilr.-r.. • G.-vn'litii. i ' s- .v-ntniuml. aa an earnest protect a- 
(. ;t ^ s;*,eci ' ii: i i. i m mem ^ ~ mv m *•**■•*r icMlinns^-itli 

She Imp'trinl i airman li-rverinnem ■■ t ■ r • -v- ■ l\, -nuutt cam mi |.. Genaany^ official 

rrfiri rviil.ilii'e at ihi* Capita! 

In consequence ihefc >t E li.in- i In* lioniuu 1" ■!.-% that thr 4 S[?aniih Gotwul near I hi* 
Capital Ij.i-. declared him-elf ready lo t.ik. charm ■> ihv 'innun mt^rr^t' (.*r the further do* 
Mi, „i ..i ih. war lie will ru lie thr me. «*y; . r tv •. i- u ih thr Dl^rmtt Governnimit 
a. im niy i U p.,rtlire, :lnr dduvresir,.- • lam |<. •;:••■ mvi t-M *..fe '<tii4uct i«. tWimny. 

WlBh els.- .i tir.iac.- -I mv t. :!i . -‘r. m .in.] j.. ■! ..mil r I I have thr honour In 
Mabreribc my tel!, 

V.-nr u'lotlitnt 'Vivant, 

-. r. •• r.i i n norm u. 

. fi .v'ff f>tt/vrnif (WrtfStUf Ctw^L 


1 hr I li>liwi.rabk 
C. D It K(\(i. 
yr.i-FV/rfri i»t St#Jr. A J . /. 
M U N K o V | A . 
























3 arrlSB COHaUIATS-Ct^^tJiL, 

• 0 itOVIA. 
bta.1117. 


-/17. 




Sir, 

T have the iicr.cur to report that, tin G<jvernmeixt 


of the Republ ic of Liberia have severed their diplo¬ 
matic relations vita the G-err^H Government to-day the 
8th ‘.j stunt. anti I beg tc inclose a copy of the Lib¬ 
erian Gcvomnoxit* be delivered to-day- to the act- 
i r _ ; - imperial German Consul at Monrovia notifying aim 
of the revoking of his Exequatur and the severance of 
If or fa's diplomatic relatione vita Gir~n»y, toretaor 
with a copy of the Acting German Consul's reply. 

I have the bo our to be, 
lr # 

* ;ur "lOiotj obodi 



ju t i l U 




nctir onsul-nmoral. 


T ia L'aLoety'e Principal 
Secretary of ^tate for 
Pcreir 'fairB. 







Legation of the 
United States of Anerloa* 

Konrovia, Liberia* 
fay 7th t 1^17* 


r onorablc C* 1% T * 1 ing, 
ftecreiidry of State, 
onrovia, 

• r 

: i r; 

t 4 f *-*p*y '"l w ■* *r - ..***•, "1 - f^H . 5 - 

e, t c unde reigned, hnvr the boner to respectfully 
requeet that you t rrf.Uf-c cr. audlenee for ui *ji ! the Cap* 
t;*in of ; ic Brit an lie ^ajeety’t Royal Ifavy with the Free* 
ident of the Republic of Llrcrla tt the Executive Mansion 
on Turerry y th* l r 17* at 10 1 T >0 o’clock in t o forenoon 
of »nid day, whereby we »ay advise the Liberian Government 
to perfect its decision to never relatione with Germany in 
obedie nce to i nstruetl ons ao to do frori our reauective 
Covcrnnentr, which have been cabled to us upon our requests 
follow! n t the conference to *hich we were bidden by you at 
the ftato Eep&ptzncnt Aoril f Oth, 1917* 

Ve desire alto or> the occasion of said audience to 
hri «t c th* attention of the Liberian Govemnent cotters, 
which ve deem to be i logical corollary to t^e eve ranee 
c f Grid ^lotions, in the Tom of propo»?ls, g copy of 
vhiesh is herewith enclosed for your advance con side ration 


4- nd nctai n 1 1 i on 















i A * "v , 




■ ith antmranee* of our highest eataefn nnd profoundamt 
rat;ard. 


?• hare the honor to be, 
31 r, 



Ac t i ng T rl 11ah Con suX~ (3ene ral ■ 


nclQBur® ho above~indicated. 


7X1 


# 


* 








At a conference held at the American Legation, ^ y 
6th, 1917, at 4.30 P. M. 

Present: branch Charge d /ffalres. 

Captain Armstrong H. B* H* 

Acting British Consul-General 

ji 

American ' Ini star Resident 

The concensus prevailed that the following proposals 
ahould he broached to the Liberian Government as the fid vice 
of said conferees: 

1* That the Gerrcn Consul be notified that relations 
are severed between Liberia and Gennany. 

g. That simultaneously a thorough search be made of 
the hones and places of bu si nose of all German subjects res¬ 
ident hero and airas and ammunition of all description found 
therein he oonfiseated by Liberia, 

3, That the British war vessel with its me rinse render 
on oh asoistance ns specifically requested by the Govezuamt 

i 

of Liberia. 

4, X.mt nil Ceir:an subjects should be removed from 
Liberia. 

5, That Fafe conduct for the German Consul from Li- 

* 

beria to hi a home be requested from the Allied Powers* 

6, That the names of German subjects willing to leave 
Liberia as interned civilian non*combatants be secured by 
the Libtriun Government and also the names of those unwilling 

to ,• 'o under euoh an arrangement in on’er to facilitate ;my 

* * 

further action that expend ea nay euecest to Uberla. 

7, A reasonable tine be allowed C err.an subjects to ar- 
ranre their business affairs, to wlti not lent than two weeks. 

«, That a suitable patrol of the ’ity be ordered by 
the Liberian uovem ent during the eearch and disarming of 

Geroan 







2 


Ceraun nubjecte, 

a. Signal officers fron t ; .e Battleship are permitted to 
land for the purpose of comrai.nleating with the nhlp In case 
of any resistance being offered by the G a man s to the carry¬ 
ing Into effect of the angles ticms n*ad* in paragraph 2* 

■ '~ v 






























'1 c.Zl. 

7"0m:- S3C"’ta^y cf Stats for ’cosier. Affairs, 

£ 

\ c * - Act in£ Consul-General. 

Batsd:- Ape'll 27th. 191 7 , 

Heod:~ April 27th. 11 





l have inform3d the /'ranch and JivLted St at as 
Governments that his Majesty 1 ^ Government consider 

* 

that the*course ’••■euld b 3 for the British,, ’"er.ch and 
the n'tsd States Bop- 3 S entatives at j-cn"cvin to ln- 
fc"in the Liberian Government that the throe Gcvern- 
merts ’.'el come the rupture cf relations vrlth Germany 
and the pro pc Sal tc revoke rhe ex eou&tor cf tile uer- 
mon Consul, and. ’ ill afford. Liberia all assistance 
in their pov r er against the common enemy In the event 
cf van, 

Tou should concert -'ith ycur ’Trench Colleague 
and your Jnlted States Colleague in making the above 
communication tc the Liberian Government as scon as 
they have been authorised tc dc sc. 


























\ 


A JEirC ' DI PLO'fA'i j-.'TIE 

at 

CdNSULAT DE FRANCE 


* 

Monrovia 

(RtPUQU<?OF DE LiilFBIA) 





SIR um T>un HOLT.HA 10 


# 


% 







img 


I nave the honour to inform on tuat instetl of 
t e short %t ne s received r rom Oo&akr Vice the •■*eak l 
t Is*at present jpossi 1 I© to H ave a 3 ’ r pc t and 1 e 1 a tele¬ 
gram f ro:u Par is .aver uge ^0 vo rd a ar ne s : the month lv 
expense being a total o sixteen pounds sterlings. 

Therefore I s tall as* /ou to let me knov: i! /ou 
$ oil Id he kind enough to su; scribe In order to cover 
t ese expenses and ic.r much ou are disposed to pa.* 

The subscription sing paid ever/ month to the Superititen- 
dant of t 0 n i« das Can lea Sud Acer lealns,Monrovia. 

Pa oh o f the su -scripfers snail have a separate 
cop / oi these tel eg rains* 

In case the amount of V © tot*l ol the su scrip- 
tlons s ou Id e more t an h 16*0,0,, e night ei trier 
receive longer telegrams or divide the surplus in reducing 
the cost or t.uese telegrams pro rata amon^ the subscribers* 
Please i i dl let e nave our repl as soon as 

possi le. 



h arge d*Affaires de v ranoe eti Liberia* 











T'cnrovia. April list.1917. 


Ioar President Toward, 

It lias given me much pleasure to learn of your Lev¬ 
er nriertt* s r !bo decision tc jc in In the cause for which 
the Hied Nations are striving tc protect and advance, 
namely: the preservation of civilisation md Christian¬ 
ity amongst all nations, and I fool confident that Libe¬ 
ria in shewing- her sympathy with such a sacred cause will 
be admired find congratulated by all of the allies for 
voluntary adopting such a correct attitude in this world 
r-a^, and in so doing many groat benefits to Liberia will 
assuredly ensue. 

7’ishlng Liberia all success and a. quick return tc 
prosperity, with cordial greetings. 


Believe me to be, 

always your sincere friend. 





